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Dr. Mac Horton and Dr. Pat Pimental, both PastPresidents of ABN, represented the American
College of Professional Neuropsychology (ACPN)
at the 28th Annual Convention of the Association of Psychological Science (APS) held in Chicago, May 26-29, 2016. ACPN is an affiliate
member of the APS and has had the honor of
having representatives continually invited to
present a whole day of workshops as part of the
pre-convention offerings. The morning workshop was presented by Dr. Horton and the
afternoon workshop was presented by Dr. Pimental. The workshops allowed students to
ask questions and to dialogue with presenters after the presentations. The morning
workshop by Dr. Horton was entitled "The Neuropsychology of Drug Abuse, Pathological
Gambling, and Sex Addiction", which is a very timely topic considering a recent focus of
attention in the news media on the overdose deaths of famous persons. The afternoon
workshop was entitled "Introduction to Neuropsychological Assessment". Dr. Pimental
shared some new case vignettes at the end of the presentation in the form of posters
presented at national meetings, which served to illustrate the clinical utility of neuropsychological testing in both diagnosis and treatment and rehabilitation.

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF NEUROPSYCHOLOGY CONFERENCE SPOTLIGHT
Pat Pimental, PsyD and Renee Low, PhD will be featured presenters at the National
Academy of Neuropsychology (NAN) annual conference (October 19-22, 2016) in Seattle, WA, co-chairing a session entitled: Neuropsychology career trajectories: Recipes for
success in networking and practice development. In addition to Drs. Low and Pimental,
Dr. Geoffrey Kanter and Dr. Rosemarie Scolaro Moser will also participate in the panel
focusing on career trajectories, personal skills and attributes that are salient to the creative development of a practice, and medical specialty areas where neuropsychology
services are essential for integration of patient care. This panel aims to offer insight to
students and early career neuropsychologists the myriad of career paths available and
will address topics including practice development, social networking, generating referrals, job functions and responsibilities, expectations and potential obstacles, and balancing life and work. We encourage all ABN members to attend and also to bring students, early
career practitioners and other colleagues. We believe this session
would benefit all in terms of networking and fostering a strong mentoring focus opportunity for ABN Diplomates.
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2016 Elections are in Full Swing! Meet your Board of Director Candidates
The 2016 voting window is now open. We are pleased to announce that we have 4 well-qualified candidates for our 2
open Member at Large positions. Ballots will be delivered by Survey Monkey during the first week of July. If you are an
active member (current on dues and Maintenance of Certification) and do not receive a ballot, please contact Dr. Thomas Bristow (ABN Treasurer), at TomBristow@abnbod.org, to verify that you are an active member current on dues and if
so, to determine why you did not receive a ballot. If necessary, you may also request a paper ballot, for this election
cycle only. In the meantime, please take a few moments to review the candidate statements provided by your nominees. The information is also posted at www.abn-bod.org. Click "News," then "Announcements."

Sean Brannon, PhD, ABN
My name is Sean Brannon and I'm asking for your vote for the position of Member at Large of the American Board of
Professional Neuropsychology.

I am a forensic neuropsychologist and have been involved in criminal forensics for the past ten years. I work for the
Department of State Hospitals in California. I am currently Chair and a founding member of my hospital's Bioethics
Committee. The hospital serves over 1500 psychiatric inpatients whom are forensically committed for assessment and
treatment. My specialty and research interests are in clinical supervision, TBI, neurodegenerative diseases, psychometrics and symptom validity assessment.
Last year, I completed ABN's course-work and mentoring to enable me to coach our candidates and to conduct oral
examinations for the board. I have enjoyed serving the board and our membership and I know that there is much to
accomplish in the years ahead.
I am a strong advocate of our nationally recognized professional boards and appreciate the dedication as well as the
distinction that the board has earned. In the medical arena of which we are a vital part, board certification in one's specialty is an expectation and is dignified both professionally and financially. Even the most seasoned of experts via experience can benefit from frequent contact with other dedicated professionals.
I have observed first hand, the significant changes in our patient population over the recent years. As our Nation's average age rises, so does the number of patients who require our specialized services. The healthcare field in general,
has been slow to respond to this rapidly growing need. Recently in California, Neuropsychologists were reinstated as a
specialty for worker's compensation claimants, after a two-year battle in the legislature regarding whether neuropsychologists are expert specialists and should be paid as such. During that period, there were many psychologists who
claimed to have neuropsychology experience and qualifications who advertised dubious credentials at best. Now the
courts will have to decide whether those two years of assessments will be forever questioned, and which of those patients were provided the appropriate standard of care.
As a "Member at Large" on our board, I will vigorously strive to continue the hard work that has been done to promote
our specialty and to protect the gains that have already been made towards making your ABN continue be one of the
most respected and prestigious board certifications possible the field of Psychology. Thank you for your support.
Dr. Brannon attained his doctoral degree in Philosophy with a major of clinical psychology and a minor in neuropsychology from Loma Linda University in 2006 . He completed one full time neuropsychology internship with Loma Linda
Medical Center and one generalist internship with the Veteran’s Administration. He then completed a post-doctoral
fellowship in neuropsychology at Patton State Hospital. Dr. Brannon has worked as a clinician at Riverside County Family Services, California State University Student Services; has taught at the undergraduate, graduate and doctoral level
on Neuroanatomy, Neuroimaging, Abnormal Psychology/Pathology, Health Psychology, Diagnostics and Statistics. He
currently serves as faculty and clinical supervisor of doctoral candidates, fellows and pre-licensed forensic psychologists. He has presented several times on the topics of symptom validity testing, the management of aggressive behavior due to TBI and the diagnosis and treatment of psychiatric inpatients with brain injury. He is co-founder and current
Chair of the Patton Hospital Bioethics Committee which serves a large contingent of patients and their care providers.
He frequently provides expert testimony in capital crime cases, and performs forensic evaluations for the California
Superior Court which involve possible brain dysfunction. Dr. Brannon is a member of the APA (Divisions 40 and 41),
the International Neuropsychological Society and the National Academy of Neuropsychology.
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Paula Cooper, PhD, ABN
In 2011, I obtained board certification from ABN and wished to give back to the
board, so I hit the ground running by accepting an appointment and became the
Work Sample Coordinator. In 2013, I was elected as Member-at-Large (MAL). I am
currently at the end of a three-year term of service. As MAL, I am a member of the
Executive Committee. Sitting on the Executive Committee has given me the opportunity to become directly involved with the administrative issues and has given me
insight into the running of the organization as a whole.
Additionally, I serve as Chair of the Post-doctoral Programs Committee and I remain
committed neuropsychology from our newly minted Academy of the American
Board of Professional Neuropsychology (AABN). My hope is that by serving on the
ABN board, I can continue to shepherd the AABN so that it continues to prosper
and remain on the cutting edge at all levels serving faculty, staff, and residents of
the member programs. I would appreciate your vote so that my service to ABN and
AABN would not be interrupted and I would be granted the opportunity to follow my
goals to completion.
Dr. Cooper is a 2004 graduate of Alliant International University/Fresno’s APA accredited doctoral program in clinical
psychology. She subsequently completed neuropsychological postdoctoral training under direction of Geoffrey Kanter,
PhD at Comprehensive Med Psych Systems in Sarasota FL. She is currently on staff with Comprehensive Med Psych
Systems and previously served as chief neuropsychologist with NeuroInternational Residential Brain Injury Program. Dr.
Cooper currently chairs the Academy of the American Board of Professional Neuropsychology postdoctoral training consortium.

Connie Venhaus PhD, ABN
I became board-certified with ABN in 2014, after four years of full-time practice in neuropsychology. Like many of you, I
balance a full-time position with a small private practice on the side, and I am
well-acquainted with the roles we juggle - clinician, clinical supervisor, consultant,
and committee-member, just to name a few. My mentors and supervisors taught
me early on that the way to repay their time and effort is to train, support, and advocate for our students and new professionals in the field. If elected, serving as a
member-at-large is my way of "paying it forward."
While I share our profession's general concerns regarding reimbursement for neuropsychological testing and the use of neuropsychological tests by allied professionals not trained in our field, I am equally committed to supporting neuropsychology as the gold standard for evaluation of neurodevelopmental disorders, and to
expanding opportunities for neuropsychology training, particularly in rural and underserved areas. Board certification in one's field should suggest that an individual
exceeds the minimum standards of the profession. I would work to uphold this ideal, if elected. I currently serve as a work sample examiner for ABN.
To share a little about myself, I work for Arkansas Rehabilitation Services, a state agency that provides comprehensive
vocational rehabilitation services to individuals with disabilities. As part of this position, I evaluate patients with neurologic conditions and psychiatric issues through an outpatient medical clinic and field offices around the state. I supervise master's level psychological examiners, and have supervised doctoral-level practicum students with interests in
neuropsychology.
Dr. Venhaus is a graduate of Fielding Graduate University’s APA accredited doctoral program in clinical psychology, completing her predoctoral internship with the Black Hills VA Healthcare System. She subsequently completed the postdoctoral certificate program in neuropsychology through Fielding Graduate University. She currently serves as Neuropsychologist with Arkansas Rehabilitation Services, Hot Springs National Park, AR and serves as a practicum supervisor
for doctoral students with University of Central Arkansas. Previous positions include Ozark Counseling Services and
Clinical Research Coordinator with Larned State Hospital.
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Raphael Wald, PsyD, ABN
My name is Raphael (Raphi) Wald and I am writing in order to seek your vote for ABN
Member at Large. I am an incumbent MAL. I have served in the past as a mentor for
ABN applicants and as the work sample coordinator. Serving in these positions has
provided me with familiarity with the board and the issues that are frequently dealt
with.
I presently work as the lead neuropsychologist at the Louis and Anne Green Memory
and Wellness Center at Florida Atlantic University (FAU). We are a state certified
dementia clinic and adult day center providing comprehensive diagnostic evaluations,
social work case management, cognitive rehabilitation and many other services. In
addition to this position, I am also the team neuropsychologist for FAU athletics. We
are a division 1A program with a football team (in addition to just about every other
NCAA sport) so as you can imagine I see a great deal of sports concussions. I am
committed to continuing to do everything in my power to help strengthen ABN. Please
do not hesitate to contact me at raphealwald@gmail.com if you have any further
questions for me.
Dr. Wald attained his doctoral degree in clinical psychology from the University of Hartford in 2009. Dr. Wald works with
individuals of all ages and is experienced in all forms of therapy including group therapy, individual therapy, and
neuropsychological assessments.
Dr. Wald specializes in treating clients who suffer from depression, anxiety, adjustment, and/or medical issues. He has
worked as a clinician at Harvard – Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center in Boston, MA; The University of Connecticut
Health Center and the Veteran’s Affairs hospital in Newington, CT and conducted research for a number of years at
Tufts Medical Center in Boston. He currently serves as faculty member and lead neuropsychologist with Florida Atlantic
University-Memory and Wellness Center.
He has been published as a first author in the Journal of Experimental and Clinical Psychopharmacology, and has published a book focusing on the causes and treatment of Obsessive Compulsive Disorder. Dr. Wald is a member of the
American Psychological Association, Florida Psychological Association, and National Academy of Neuropsychology.

Please pardon our growing pains
This election cycle marks ABN’s transition from paper to electronic ballots for nominations and elections to the ABN
Board. Our first-ever electronic nomination ballots for the 2016 election cycle went out in March. When reviewing the
process after the close of the nomination window, we realized that ballots were inadvertently sent to inactive members
who were in fact not eligible to vote. This issue has been corrected. If you are eligible to vote (an active diplomate current on dues) but did not receive a nomination ballot, please contact ABN’s treasurer, Dr. Tom Bristow at
TomBristow@abnbod.org so that we can be sure that you get ballots moving forward. Please also be aware that you
must be current on dues and MOC in order to be eligible receive a ballot, and to vote.
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Welcome new diplomates...
On behalf of the board of directors, it is our great pleasure to introduce our 3 newest diplomates, each of whom successfully completed oral examinations offered in Columbus OH in May 2016. We extend a warm ABN welcome to each
of you, and thank you for your willingness to become involved in ABN activities.

Joseph Audie Black, PhD, ABN
Dr. J. Audie Black is a 2013 graduate of Michigan State University, from their APAaccredited, scientist-practitioner program. He subsequently completed a pre-doctoral internship at Allegheny General Hospital, Pittsburg PA. He then completed the AABN accredited postdoctoral neuropsychology fellowship at Allegheny General Hospital under the direction of Glen Getz, PhD, ABN, Fellowship Training Director, and Michael Franzen ,PhD, Chief
of Neuropsychology. He is currently on staff with the Department of Psychiatry at Allegheny
General Hospital and in private practice providing diagnostic assessments and integrative
solutions-focused treatment for adults with complex medical and psychiatric problems
across the lifespan. He primarily provides assessments to older adults who present with
dementia rule-outs, strokes, head injuries, and movement disorders. He currently teaches psychiatry residents and
fellows, psychology graduate students, pre-doctoral psychology interns, and Neuropsychology post-doctoral fellows at
Allegheny General Hospital and previously taught graduate level courses at Chatham University and was an undergraduate instructor at Michigan State University.

Michael DeBellis, PsyD, ABN
Dr. DeBellis completed his undergraduate studies at The University of Akron and is a 2008
graduate of the clinical psychology doctoral program at The Wright Institute, in Berkeley California. He completed his pre-doctoral internship at UC Davis Medical Center with the Department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, and provided neuro-psychological assessment and cognitive rehabilitation for six years at the Marin Neuropsychology Center. He
lectures at U.C. Davis Medical Center as well as Sonoma State University, teaching functional neuroanatomy, physiological psychology, cognitive psychology and personality. He currently maintains practices in Half Moon Bay CA and Richmond CA., specializing in treatment
of patients with traumatic brain injury, dementia, stroke and other acquired brain injury.

Elise Ginsburg, PhD, ABN
Dr. Ginsburg earned her Doctorate from the University of Calgary (1996), subsequently completing the post-doctoral certificate program in Clinical Neuropsychology with Fielding Graduate University, under the supervision of Dr. Arnold Purisch. She is currently co-owner of
Colorado Neuropsychological Services, providing cognitive rehabilitation and therapy to individuals and families coping with the consequences of acquired brain injury. Before practicing with Colorado Neuropsychology Services, LLC, Dr. Ginsburg worked with the Acquired
Brain Injury Team at the Nova Scotia Rehabilitation Centre and in private practice in Boulder,
Colorado and Calgary, Canada. Dr. Ginsburg hails from Connecticut, and has lived for many
years in several difference provinces in Canada. Her interests are varied, spanning from
physical fitness to travelling to art/photography/reading.
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President’s Corner—Karen Wilhelm
Greetings Fellow ABN Members
The first half of 2016 has proven to be very busy for ABN. I am pleased to report that
our scheduled CRSPPP re-application has been submitted, and is currently under review. Approval of our re-application will allow us to continue to list our ABN credential
after our names in the APA directory. Your Board of Directors worked very hard on
this application, and I am hopeful for a positive result. We will likely not hear the results until December, but as soon as ABN is notified of the result, we will make an
announcement to the membership.
Other activities have included ongoing improvements to ABN’s data management
system, as well as other projects and activities described elsewhere in this newsletter. We are also moving forward with our Maintenance of Certification revisions,
though at a slower pace than initially anticipated. Additionally, please be on the lookout in coming weeks for information about proposed revisions to ABN’s bylaws. The Board of Directors will assemble its recommendations, and
submit them to the membership for approval by vote.
NAN is fast approaching, and as usual, ABN will have a strong presence. We will have an ABN booth in the exhibit
hall, and invite everyone to stop by to
members of your Board, or to spend some time behind the booth with us, greeting potential applicants and answering questions. We’ll have a few giveaways as well. The ABN General Membership Meeting will be held at NAN, time/
date still to be determined. Stay tuned for updates. Also, Drs. Renee Low and Pat Pimental will be leading a panel
discussion on networking and practice development. This session is scheduled for 1 pm Wednesday afternoon.
Please consider attending. It looks to be a very interesting and informative session, and I would like to have a good
ABN turnout.
Finally, as always, ABN is in need of volunteers. We are an organization run on a strictly volunteer basis, for and by
our members. Please consider giving back to the organization by helping out with Board activities. We are particularly in need of individuals interested in training to become work sample reviewers, and are in need of volunteers to sit
on various ABN committees. Currently, the Bylaws Committee and the Policy and Planning Committee have openings.
We would also like to reactivate our Diversity committee. If you would like to volunteer for a committee, or to train to
become an examiner, please contact me directly at KarenLynneWilhelm@gmail.com. Your board is a welcoming and
collegial group, and your participation will be greatly appreciated.
Warm Regards,
Karen L. Wilhelm, PhD, ABN

ACPN Activities—Maintenance of Certification Requirement Revisions
ABN ‘s committee roles include to keep current our Maintenance of Certification criteria. We are preparing our newest
revision of criteria for piloting, and eventual implementation. ABN has had MOC criteria for many years, but frecognizes that interval revisions are needed to keep pace with evolving standards in the field. The goal is to have MOC criteria that are relevant and current with standards in the field, but not so complex that they place an undue burden on
our members. Stay tuned for further updates!

Page 77
Page

Summer 2016

Meet our team – ABN Examination Committee
Our dedicated and multitalented President-Elect, Dr. Renee Low is stepping in to assume interim
leadership of the ABN Examination Committee. She also serves as the Written Examination Coordinator. Dr. Low is a board-certified clinical neuropsychologist who is fellowship trained in neuropsychology with University of California Davis Medical Center. She specializes in diagnosis and treatment of sports concussions, and is currently on staff with Swedish Medical Center in Seattle WA.
Dr. Low is ABN’s President Elect, and will begin her term as ABN Board President in 2017.
Stepping in to assume leadership as incoming Work Sample Examination Coordinator, we are delighted to welcome Robert Perna, RN, BSN, PhD; Clinical Neuropsychologist at The Institute of Rehabilitation Research, Memorial Hermann Challenge Program in Houston TX. With many years of
experience in brain injury rehabilitation and in the mentoring of the next generation of neuropsychologists, Dr. Perna has previously served on the ABN Board of Directors. We consider ourselves
fortunate indeed to welcome his back to the ABN leadership team.
Although we were unable to locate a picture of Dr. Wilhelm wearing two hats for this issue, more
often than not we are used to seeing ABN Board President Dr. Karen Wilhelm juggling more than
one set of duties for the board. For the Examination Committee, Dr. Wilhelm serves as Oral Examinations Coordinator, as well as Mentors and Examiners Coordinator. Dr. Wilhelm strives to maintain a balance between professional rigor and a welcoming, collegial atmosphere to the oral examination process, and is responsible for training of the oral examiner team. Dr. Wilhelm is a board
certified neuropsychologist with Wake Medical Center in Raleigh NC.

Rounding out the Examination Committee team in the role of Applications Coordinator is Dr. Roger
Riss. Dr. Riss wears many hats as well, also serving as ABN’s Secretary, Newsletter Editor and
Chair of the Policy and Planning Committee. As “first contact” for students and prospective applicants, it is Dr. Riss’ role to maintain ABN’s tradition as a “welcoming board.” Dr. Riss guides prospective candidates through a rigorous vetting process, while simultaneously offering support, encouragement and a personal contact point with ABN. Dr. Riss is a board certified neuropsychologist with Madonna
Rehabilitation Hospital in Lincoln NE, and co–director of training for their AABN affiliated postdoctoral fellowship.
Dr. Jeffrey Madden is “passing the baton” from his role as Chair of the ABN Examination Committee after a distinguished tenure spanning 2011-2016. While many who have gone through the
board certification examination process in recent years have had the privilege of meeting Dr. Madden, they no doubt were unaware that the careful planning, organization and attention to the
needs of examinees which they experienced could largely be credited to Dr. Madden’s leadership.
We wish to express our sincere thanks to Dr. Madden and wish to express our sincere thanks to
Dr. Madden for his dedication, remarkable energies and important work in service to ABN.
We would like to express our thanks to board member Rafael Wald, PhD for his service and leadership on the Examination Committee, as Work Sample Examination Coordinator. While we understand Raphi’s decision to step down, and his decision to prioritize time with his family, his contributions to the examination committee will be sorely missed. We look forward to his continuing contributions in his role as member at large of the ABN Board of Directors.

ABN's Official Journals, Applied
Neuropsychology, under the leadership of Editor-in-Chief, Dr. Arthur
MacNeil Horton, Jr., include the
Adult and Child companion publications which have been highly
rated and recognized. All ABN
members in good standing have
received the journals, in both print
and by electronic access, as a benefit included
in their annual ABN dues. Comparable access is part
of ACPN Affiliate Member status. Please encourage
students and non-ABN colleagues to join ACPN. Your
organization has made the journals
available for nominal annual costs of
$75 for professionals and $35 for
students.
Forward the link!
http://acpn.myshopify.com/pages/
affiliate-membership

The Academy of the
American Board of Professional Neuropsychology (AABN) is an organization whose member programs offer postdoctoral training in Clinical Neuropsychology.
In January 2014, the Academy of the American Board
of Professional Neuropsychology (AABN), a division of
the ABN, began offering the opportunity for postdoctoral neuropsychology training programs to become a recognized training site. This innovative development emerged in response to: (a) the lack of
adequate formal post-doctoral recognized training
programs across the United States in comparison to
the high number of graduates interested in formal,
quality training programs, and (b) the fact that other
agencies recognizing post-doctoral training programs
require the Director of Training to have obtained
board certification from only one board certifying
agency (ABPP). These circumstances unfairly limit the
programs available in the United States to the great
detriment of large numbers of graduates seeking
quality, recognized formal post-doctoral neuropsychology training.
The AABN was developed and implemented to
strengthen the field of clinical neuropsychology by
setting standards for post-doctoral training, to ultimately encourage board certification (without discrimination to any board) and thereby foster education and confidence in the public in the field of clinical neuropsychology.

ABN BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
PRESIDENT

Karen L. Wilhelm, Ph.D.

11-15 to 11-17

PRES. ELECT

Renee Low, Ph.D.

10-15 to 11-17

PAST PRESIDENT

John Knippa, Ph.D.

10-13 to 10-17

SECRETARY

Roger H. Riss, Psy.D.

01-16 to Present

TREASURER

Thomas Bristow, Psy.D.

01-13 to 11-17

Member at Large

Raphael Wald, Psy.D.

11-15 to 11-16

Member at Large

Bob Gant, Ph.D.

01-13 to 11-18

Member at Large

Noah Kaufman, Ph.D.

11-15 to 11-18

Member at Large

Cynthia Bailey, Ph.D.

11-15 to 11-18

Member at Large

Paula Cooper, Ph.D.

11-14 to 11-16

PUBLIC MEMBER

Dave Carter, Esquire

11-14 to Present

EXECUTIVE DIR.

Geoffrey Kanter, Ph.D.

10-13 to Present

ABN COMMITTEE CHAIRS, COORDINATORS
MEMBERSHIP

Renee Low, Ph.D.

EXAMINATIONS

Renee Low, Ph.D.

APPLICATIONS COORD.

Roger H. Riss, Psy.D.

ORAL EXAM COORD.

Karen L. Wilhelm, Ph.D.

WORK SAMPLE COORD.

Robert Perna, Ph.D.

WRITTEN EXAM COORD.

Renee Low, Ph.D.

MENTORS & EXAMINERS
MENTOR COORDINATOR

Karen L. Wilhelm, Ph.D.
Pauline Prince, Ph.D.

FINANCE

Tom Bristow, Psy.D.

PRACTICE

Randi Most, Ph.D.

ACADEMY OF ABN

Paula Cooper, Ph.D.

WEBSITE ADMINISTRATOR

Richard A. Berg, Ph.D.

PROF. & ORG. DEV

Patricia Pimental, Psy.D.

POLICY AND PLANNING

Roger H. Riss, Psy.D.

ACPN

Howard Glidden, Ph.D.

CONTINUING EDUCATION

Robert Elliott, Ph.D.

AWARDS

A. MacNeil Horton, Ed.D.;
J. Knippa, Ph.D.

PUBLICATIONS

A. MacNeil Horton, Ed.D.

ABN REP. TO IOPC

Randi Most, Ph.D.

See the ABN website for leadership updates. Links to each person’s name and/or committee Chair are included.
http://abn-board.com/about-us/board-of-directors/

